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‘Dalit Panchayat Chief

The fact-finding team revealing the details of theirreport be-
fore the media in Tirunelveli on Saturday | P justine

Express News Service
26.06.2011

Tirunelveli: The Dalit
Panchayat president of Th-
alaiyuthu panchayat was at-
tacked because she was hon-
est, stated a fact-finding re-
port.

A fact-finding team from
the Collective of Socially
Concerned Academicians,
Writers, and Human Rights
Activists, who released the
report here today, said that
P Krishnaveni(42), a 2009
Sarojini Naidu awardee, was
known for efficient imple-
mentation of the rural em-
ployment scheme in the

panchayat. She was also
known for her honesty and
integrity.

“Her honesty and unwav-
ering spirit towards serving
the people was liked by even
those belonging to other
castes”, said the report add-
ing that such a reputation
“also earned her enmity
among other members of the
panchayat.”

Sources said that she was
seen as impediment to other
panchayat members who
earned money by unlawful
means. The team also
charged that though she filed
several complaints, the Dis-

trict Collector and Project
Officer, District Rural Devel-
opment Agency (DRDA),
Block Development Officer
and the Superintendent of
Police (SP) failed to act.

The oppressive mentality
of dominant castes towards
a woman, who belongs to
Arunthathiyar caste, has be-
come clearly evident from
this case.

The team recommended
that to prevent such attacks
on Dalit panchayat presi-
dents in the future, the con-
cerned vice-president posi-
tions in the reserved
panchayats should also be
reserved for Dalits.

It was also suggested that
an additional compensation
of 23 lakh be given to Krish-
naveni, apart from the man-
datory 25000 thatis given to
a victimized Dalit.

The 8-member fact-find-
ing team included Professors
T Paramasivan of Thanjavur
Tamil University, J Amalana-
than and P Santhi of St.
Xavier’s College in Palayam-
kottai, Lena Kumar from
Yathumaki Pathipagam and
M Britto, Director of Van-
mukil.

Attacked for Honesty’
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